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Introduction

• The SLC VAMC operated a dry-cleaning operation that used 
tetrachloroethylene (abbreviated as PCE) in the late 1970s and early 
1980s. 

• During this period, dry-cleaning residuals were likely disposed of into 
the sanitary sewer system which leaked into the ground. 

• PCE-contaminated groundwater is present beneath the VAMC property 
and in areas downgradient, extending to approximately 1100 East. 

PCE 
• PCE is a colorless liquid used for dry cleaning fabrics and degreasing 

metal equipment. 
• Long-term exposure (longer than one year) to low levels of PCE can 

cause damage to the nervous system (neurotoxicity), vision issues, and 
cancer. 



Remedial Investigation Overview

Remedial Investigation was conducted from 2014 -
2022 to determine:

• Nature and extent of contamination
• Future fate and transport of contamination
• Potential risk to human health and the environment 
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Additional Indoor Air Sampling

Initial Feedback on RI 
• More indoor air data was requested to further evaluate 

vapor intrusion risk

Outreach
• Participation in indoor air sampling has decreased over 

the years
• Had to find new ways to reach out to residents

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Before cleanup of the plume can begin, potential remedies must be identified and evaluated. This is accomplished by first defining the Remedial Action Objectives (RAOs) for the impacted media. 



March 2022 Indoor Air Sampling Event

Outreach Efforts
• Social media posts (Instagram, Facebook, website)
• Mailed +300 postcards
• Approached 85 residences in person (two weekends, multiple efforts)
• Made face-to-face contact with 40 residents

Indoor Air Sampling
• Indoor air samples from the following:

o 33 residential structures (28 new, 5 previously sampled)
o The McGillis School and First Baptist Church



March 2022 Indoor Air Sampling Event

Results
• All samples had at least low-level detections of PCE
• Action Level exceedance:

o 1 residence (TCE)
• All sample result letters mailed early June 2022

Exceedance Follow-on Sampling 
• Result suggest chemical product in home
• Removed some products and re-sampled
• Placed two portable air purifiers in the home
• Ongoing sampling



Summary of Indoor Air Sampling Efforts 
2014-2022

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Before cleanup of the plume can begin, potential remedies must be identified and evaluated. This is accomplished by first defining the Remedial Action Objectives (RAOs) for the impacted media. 



Next Steps

Feasibility Study
• The process of developing, screening, and 

evaluating remedial action alternatives
• Focus will be on risks identified in RI
• May involve additional data collection

Proposed Plan, Record of Decision and 
Construction

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Before cleanup of the plume can begin, potential remedies must be identified and evaluated. This is accomplished by first defining the Remedial Action Objectives (RAOs) for the impacted media. 



Upcoming Fieldwork

• Groundwater sampling June 2022

• Groundwater sampling Fall 2022



Next Meeting and Questions

Next Meeting: December 8, 2022

Agenda items for next meeting?

Contact Info:
Shannon Smith 
Department of Veterans Affairs
CERCLA Program Manager
shannon.smith92@va.gov
801-582-1565 x2021

Wynn John
Department of Veterans Affairs
CERCLA Technical Manager
William.john@va.gov
801-582-1565 x6603
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